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Welcome to Immaculate Conception’s Faith Formation Program!

PROGRAM OVERVIEW
Immaculate Conception Church offers a continuous spiraled education program for students in grades 1 – 10.  Continuous involvement in all grades is expected to insure mastery of all aspects of the curriculum, and to build a supportive Catholic community that acts as disciples in word and deed.  Students who do not attend continuously throughout grades 1 – 10 will need to make up work and experiences prior to re-entry, and may need to re-renter at a lower grade level.

MISSION:
To teach the Roman Catholic faith in partnership with parents, the primary educators of their children. The journey of faith begins at Baptism and calls for children to actively participate with their parents in the full life of the Catholic Church. In order for this journey to enrich the lives of everyone involved, each catechist, parent and student must understand and embrace his/her role.
PARENTS:

You, the parents, play an essential role in our program, as you are the primary teachers of our faith.  

The role of the parent is to:

Be a member of Immaculate Conception Church, as well as a believer in the Holy Trinity and the sanctity of the Eucharist.

Be a role model for your children in your faith and interactions with others.

Provide timely transportation to classes and activities.

Make Mass and class attendance a priority for your family.

Oversee that all homework and Community Service requirements are completed.

STUDENTS:

The role of the student is to:

Attend and participate in class.  

Respect teachers and classmates.

Exhibit Christian behavior through your words and actions.

Attend and participate in Mass.
Care for creation.

Participate in outreach and service learning activities.

Treat others with the respect that you would like to be shown to you.

*Inappropriate student conduct may be discussed with parents.  Continued disruptions may require alternate plans.

REGISTRATION AND CHURCH MEMBERSHIP

In order for your child to attend CCD, your family must be registered members of our parish.  This requires your family to be committed to church attendance, parish stewardship and support. To register, call the rectory at 379-5215 to obtain a copy of the parish registration form.

All students must be registered for CCD.  Registration forms are due by June 15th.  All registrations mailed after June 15th, but before September 1st, must include a $15.00 late fee. All registrations mailed after September 1st must include a $25.00 late fee. Please use one registration form per child.
CLASS ATTENDANCE

Regular class attendance is expected.

Students who miss class should communicate with their teachers regarding make up work Students with excessive absences who do not make up work may need to repeat the year and may be asked to delay a sacrament until requirements are fulfilled.  All work, faith experiences, and service elements must be completed in order to advance to the next grade level.

Students who must miss classes for a prolonged period of time must submit their situation in writing to the Director of Religious Education, who will then formulate a plan.  All work must be completed by the date decided upon to receive credit for the year and to advance in the program.  Please make every effort to have your student participate as scheduled, and realize that make up experiences will require substantial effort and outside time to make sure you keep up with the class.  

It is the parent’s responsibility to make sure alternate arrangements are made in advance.  We may not always be able to accommodate requests beyond our normal program calendar.
SERVICE AND STEWARDSHIP

Service and stewardship are an integral part of our program.  Therefore, students are expected to complete all required service learning requirements before advancing to the next grade level.

MASS ATTENDANCE

Students are expected to attend and participate in Mass. Students are expected to attend classes and complete homework. Children in grades 7-9 are also expected to attend any special workshops, retreats and complete the Service requirements as outlined by the Course Requirements packet.  

SACRAMENTS

Students prepare for and celebrate Reconciliation in grade 2 and First Eucharist in grade 3.  First Reconciliation is celebrated on a Saturday in late winter or early spring, while First Communion is celebrated the first or second Saturday of May.  All students must prepare for and receive Reconciliation prior to preparing for and receiving First Eucharist.  Students receive Confirmation in the fall of grade 10 after continuous participation in our program and fulfillment of learning objectives and service experiences.  The Confirmation date is assigned by the archdiocese, but has typically been a Friday evening in November.

RE ENTERING THE PROGRAM
Our program is designed for continuous attendance in grades 1 – 10.  Any student, who has not successfully participated in CCD at Immaculate or at another parish, will be required to make up work and experiences prior to joining grade level classes.  Students in upper grades may need to join a lower-grade class and may be required to engage in and reflect upon service learning activities and faith commitments that parallel those missed.  Please realize that joining above the 6th grade level, without continuous religious education participation, will require a substantial time investment on the part of the student and family.  If this situation applies to you, please contact the director as early as possible to discuss and implement a plan.

ATTENDANCE CONFLICTS
If for some reason it is impossible for your child to attend classes for the entire year, you must contact the Director of Religious Education to determine if an alternative program may be formulated.  If approved, the student must register via the Special Program CCD Registration, and then must successfully complete all aspects of the developed program in order to advance to the next grade level. This option will only be considered under extreme situations, for as you can see from the scope of our program, community building is an essential component of faith formation.  A detailed written portfolio that includes reflections on service and outreach projects will be required and due on a specified date in order to advance to the next grade level.  Please submit your request for special consideration, in writing, along with your Special Program Registration form, specifying the reason for the request.  It is essential for students in sacramental preparation years to attend as scheduled. 
SPECIAL NEEDS

Please contact the director to discuss any special needs your child may have.  We will do our best to provide them with an appropriate program that is sensitive to their needs. 

CURRICULUM OVERVIEW

Grades 1 – 6

In grades 1 – 6 we strive to build a faith community through fellowship, prayer, service, the arts, visual depictions and song. Our students learn to appreciate God as Father and Creator of all good, learn stories of Jesus and his teachings, grow in discipleship, appreciate Mary the mother of the church, the saints, and become closer to Jesus through the sacraments of Reconciliation and Eucharist.  
Specifically, grade level curriculum topics are as listed below.  Prayers are listed as well so that you may continue to support the practice of prayer in the home.  
Grades 1 – 3:  Meeting Jesus
GRADE 1  - The Bible, Creation, stories of the Old Testament; Overview of Jesus’ life and teachings, the Holy Family,  introduction to Advent, Christmas, Lent, Holy Week and Easter (the seasonals), introduction to weekly scripture , the story of Abraham, a Church tour, and introduction into the Child Lures Protection Program
Prayers:  Prayers of Thanks, Grace, Our Father, Sign of the Cross, Glory Be   

GRADE 2 – Caring for Creation, stories from the Old and the New Testament, The Great Commandments, The Ten Commandments, The Mass, Sacraments, Reconciliation, scripture, the Holy Trinity, and the Seasonals
Prayers:  Prayers of Thanks, Prayers of Petition, Our Father, Sign Of the Cross, Glory Be, Hail Mary, Act of Contrition

GRADE 3 – Review, more Gospel stories, the Mass, the Eucharist, We Are One Body, Prayer, the 7 Sacraments, scripture and the Seasonals
Prayers:  Prayers of Thanks, Prayers of Petition, Prayers of Intercession, grace, Sign of the Cross, Glory Be, Our Father, Hail Mary, Act of Contrition
Mass attendance is crucial for third graders as they prepare to receive the Eucharist for the first time.  One class will include celebration of the Mass at 10:30. A book will be used in the Bell Tower to record attendance with rewards for every 5 Masses attended (this may include credit for attending Mass at another church).
Grades 4 – 6 
Becoming Disciples

GRADE 4
Review, Making Choices, Temptations, Discipleship, Beatitudes, Works of Mercy, Stewardship, Continuing the Mission of the Apostles, introduction to the Saints, Social Justice and Catholic Social Teachings, understanding the Creed ,the Spiritual Works of Mercy, the Corporal Works of Mercy, the story of Moses and movie, facilitation of 1 Mass, 1 St. Francis of Assisi Service Project done as a class, and the Seasonals

Prayers:  Prayers of Thanks, Prayers of Petition, Prayers of Intercession, Sign of the Cross, Glory Be, Our Father, Hail Mary, Apostles’ Creed, introduction to the Nicene Creed, Introduction to the Peace Prayer of Saint Francis, 
GRADE 5
The Bible and the books of the Bible  including Psalms and Proverbs, Scripture discussion, The Old Testament 1 Service Project done as a class, introduction to the Rosary and to using the Bible, scripture, Child Lures Protection Program, facilitation of 1 Mass, and the Seasonals.
Prayers:  Prayers of Thanks, Prayers of Petition, Prayers of Intercession, Sign of the Cross, Glory Be, Our Father, Hail Mary, Apostles’ Creed and introduction of the Nicene Creed, Hail Holy Queen, The Rosary
GRADE 6
Review, the Bible, and the New Testament, Parables, Personal Prayer, Stations of the Cross, the Seasonals, facilitate 1 Mass, 1 Reconciliation Mass, 1 Class Service Project and 1 skit for the 1st graders
Prayers: Prayers of Thanks, Prayers of Petition, Prayers of Intercession, Sign of the Cross, Glory Be, Our Father, Hail Mary, Apostles’ Creed and the Nicene Creed, Hail Holy Queen, The Rosary, the Athlete’s Prayer
Grades 7 – 10:  Walking in Faith

In grades 7 – 10 we strive to have students walk in their faith by adding increasingly more involved service learning activities and social justice projects to the curriculum, thus encouraging students to further develop their Catholic Faith and establish their identity and role within the church and larger community.  Topics are elevated to the appropriate level of development so that students have a greater understanding of their faith as teens.  Prayer, living as disciples, gratitude, decision making, stewardship, gifts, and how the gospel relates to teens as individuals play large roles in this program. 
Upper Grade Course Requirements: 
SEE: CCD COURSE REQUIREMENTS FOR GRADES 7 – 10 for additional information on requirements.

Grade 7:  We Are One Body

Review, the New Testament and the ministry of Jesus Christ; the precepts of the Catholic Church, Church stances, Recognizing my Gifts and Those of Others, the parable of the Talents, Discipleship, Child Lures Program- Teen and Internet version, work with the 2nd grade on their 10 Commandments
Prayers: Review, write own prayers or Grace; participation in producing the annual Church Prayer Booklet, Prayer for Self-Appreciation, Prayer for My Discipleship
Grade 8:  Christian Living

Review, the History of the Catholic Church; Marks of a True Christian, moral decision making, work with 2nd graders on 1st Reconciliation project on the 10 Commandments or do a skit for them, the Saints, collect and design the Church’s annual Prayer booklet , 1 Reconciliation Mass
Prayers: Review, write own prayers; participation in producing the annual Church Prayer Booklet, Prayer for Self-Appreciation, Prayer for My Discipleship, Psalm 23
Grade 9:  Making the Connection:

Review The Holy Spirit, Discipleship, work with the 3rd Graders on a 1st Communion banners/project or do a skit for them, Making Moral Decisions, How Jesus Calls Us to Live, The Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit, 1 Saints Project, pick Confirmation names and sponsors.
Prayers: Review, write own prayers; participation in producing the annual Church Prayer Booklet, Prayer for Self-Appreciation, Prayer for My Discipleship, Psalm 23
Grade 10:  Confirmed in Christ
Gifts and Fruits of the Spirit, My Gifts, Saints and Models for Christian Living, Confirmation Names, Reflection on Service and plan for your future as a practicing adult Catholic , Confirmation Retreat, Confirmation
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As Confirmation should not be the end of our spiritual learning, it should have accomplished a personal understanding of the basis of Catholism from other Christian faiths, an understanding of how to pray, an introduction to scripture, basic familiarity with and how to use the bible, understanding of the Sacraments and the Holy Eucharist, and establish an understanding of an appropriate code of behavior.

The ultimate goal of Catholic religious education is to establish within each student a personal relationship with Christ and belief in the Holy Trinity, a connection with the greater world family of Catholics, a strong moral code of behavior, and motivation toward discipleship.
Contact Information:
Immaculate Conception Parish Rectory
Religious Education Office
60 TOWN HILL ROAD – P.O. Box 285 

NEW HARTFORD, CT 06057-0285
TEL. 860-307-6123 Director of Religious Education, Carole Korzynski
Tel. 860-379-5215 Rectory and Parish Office
FAX 860-379-9587

E-Mail Address:  religioused21@snet.net
Website: immaculate-conceptionnhct.org
Rev. Timothy A. O’Brien, Pastor
